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concerns was owing to his accidental residence at
Vienna. ' Besides the natural claim he seemed to have
as an ally and relation of our own Court to support
from an English Minister in his relations with this
Government, it seemed impossible to refuse a patient
and even a kind and friendly ear to the lamentations
and alarms of a prince whose ruin seems so much
a consequence of his relation and engagements to
us. ... It is not to his merits, but to his misfortunes,
or rather ruin in a common cause, that my indulgence
is directed. I admit also that he is no apostle of our
cause, and I can easily believe all you say of the
mischief done by his indiscreet and perhaps ill-affected
language: yet I have not nerves to resist altogether,
or rather not to feel some indulgence for, the cries
and clamour of a real agonie; for he is at present strug-
gling in the very convulsions of political death.'

About the same time he wrote to Mr. Drake, who
had informed him that the Elector of Bavaria was send-
ing an agent to Paris, for the purpose, as was suspected, of
negotiating a separate peace.

* Vienna: November 7, 1800.

4. , . . In speaking of a mission to Paris, I should "
not wish to make it a subject of reproach. Morally
speaking, there is perhaps much to be said for the
Elector, and I enter perfectly into the exculpatory
parts of M. de Monglas' note to you of October 27.
"With an enemy in possession of his country and driv-
ing him by the extremities of military vexation on one